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Background: 

Islam was adopted in Brunei during the 15th Century when a Malay Muslim became Head of State 

and had the responsibility to uphold the Islam as a way of life. Syariah Law is the religious 

law governing the members of the Islamic faith. It originated from the Quran and the Hadith. On 

22nd October 2013, His Majesty the Sultan of Brunei has consented to declare the gazetting of 

Syariah Penal Code Order, 2013: 

“With the blessings of Allah, this legislation will be gazetted today, the 22nd of October, 

2013, and will come into force six months hereafter in phases. By the grace of Allah, with 

the coming into effect of this legislation, our duty to Allah is therefore being fulfilled”. 

The Penal Code applies to both Muslims and Non-Muslims, however, many of the specific 

offences are applicable to Muslims only. The Penal Code will be implemented in phases.  

 

Issues and Argument: 

Rupert Colville, the spokesperson for the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) adjured for a comprehensive review ensuring the Penal Code’s compliance with 

international human rights standards. He added that: “Under international law, stoning people to 

death constitutes cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and thus is clearly 

prohibited.” Brunei's Attorney General urged people to stop focusing on the punishments laid out 

by Syariah, and instead see the due process in the Islamic justice system. A detailed and thorough 

process will be carried out before any punishment is decided and death penalty in the case of 

murder is reconsidered before it took place. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadith


During a surprise visit to the Brunei Islamic Religious Council (MUIB) on 27th February 2016, 

His Majesty the Sultan of Brunei lambasted the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Attorney 

General’s Chambers over the delay in implementing the Syariah Criminal Procedure Code (CPC) 

in its entirety. The monarch ordered the Minister of Religious Affairs and the Attorney General to 

address the matter immediately.  

 

There were also inaccurate and misleading rumors circulating in social media concerning several 

aspects of the Syariah Penal Code Order, 2013. Among the baseless disputes is the claim that 

women restricting their husbands’ rights to practice polygamy would face a fine of $8,000 or three 

years of imprisonment, or both, under Section 204. The Ministry of Religious Affairs disproved 

this rumor and also warned that spreading unverified reports, with the intent of causing panic 

among the public, is an offence under Section 34 of the Public Order Act, Chapter 148, which 

could lead to three years of imprisonment or a fine of $3,000. 
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